
 
 

KS4 History of Medicine: Virtual 
pharmacy trail 
 

Introduction 
Welcome to the Museum of Norwich at the Bridewell. The museum tells the history of the 
city of Norwich. This trail uses Google Arts and Culture to virtually access a recreated 
pharmacy in the museum but feel free to also use the links to explore the rest of the 
museum.  
 
Please click on the underlined blue words to take you to relevant exhibits. You may need to 
move around and zoom in to find some of the information. Answers to questions can be 
found at the end of this document. 
 
Although this recreated pharmacy is modelled on how a pharmacy would have looked in the 
1920s, it can also demonstrate the impact of the founding of the National Health Service in 
1948. Visiting a doctor before 1948 was expensive so people went to a chemist for a 
diagnosis or treatment. People would wait by the counter while their medicine was made up 
for them in the dispensary or they would call back later. View this film celebrating the 
wonderful recreated pharmacy. 
 

Pharmacy virtual trail 
Explore the recreated pharmacy. Before the NHS, pharmacists made medicines using their 
own recipes. These were secret and sometimes of questionable value! Can you find: 

• Ingredients that the pharmacist would have used to make up medicines? 

• Equipment to help the chemist make pills? 

• The dispensing department where people would pick up their medicine? 
 
Pharmacists provided a wider range of services pre-1948. Can you also find: 

• Equipment to test eyesight? 

• A place to weigh babies? 

• Hot water bottles and bed pans? 

• Inhalers? 
 
Once the NHS was set up, healthcare was made free to everyone and the role of the 
pharmacist changed forever. More time was spent dispensing medicine prescribed by family 
doctors and less time was spent making their own remedies. 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=6aWe1zg20rP7ZjSQDPeQLNNikwwffKgAVUh%2baHFiW2vNGT%2bRAAvuiYRcMjruCURhfW4Ik%2bkYdy694cANJrtiKMvHyB0nrdUQZkm%2bY8f0AV4ptymB49bXNySQS4K261cX7x%2f6YnyXErL8jkTgHJLnwCPWR%2bH8sLEAW3vKXBcAm9PUqqeTWLlz%2fAYEii2Su9fspdpnOdV3W7E6cdFrzKetX7d%2bJlZfZnGYGI4sPra2YVZyGzRM%2bZ9CkByFht5fRAENl5bt7fAqxNjBfkaS6GKLktpeBE7kEi7D1zAZA9SjBbMYWHqE66x8Oh9tHslqjuXs1mGJhETyF37GiG7eQ5doUuv0cyWvfzToY7bELa%2fceJ1g7pHL9rtuDLH80REWfWi%2f%2fPl5g3xOYEekq4HfBIJ4ew%3d%3d
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/sitecore%20modules/Web/EXM/RedirectUrlPage.aspx?ec_eq=6aWe1zg20rP7ZjSQDPeQLNNikwwffKgAVUh%2baHFiW2vNGT%2bRAAvuiYRcMjruCURhfW4Ik%2bkYdy694cANJrtiKMvHyB0nrdUQZkm%2bY8f0AV4ptymB49bXNySQS4K261cX7x%2f6YnyXErL8jkTgHJLnwCPWR%2bH8sLEAW3vKXBcAm9PUqqeTWLlz%2fAYEii2Su9fspdpnOdV3W7E6cdFrzKetX7d%2bJlZfZnGYGI4sPra2YVZyGzRM%2bZ9CkByFht5fRAENl5bt7fAqxNjBfkaS6GKLktpeBE7kEi7D1zAZA9SjBbMYWHqE66x8Oh9tHslqjuXs1mGJhETyF37GiG7eQ5doUuv0cyWvfzToY7bELa%2fceJ1g7pHL9rtuDLH80REWfWi%2f%2fPl5g3xOYEekq4HfBIJ4ew%3d%3d
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.29550618454428&sv_lat=52.63011722630208&sv_h=353.29076093462453&sv_p=-6.343033051028414&sv_pid=mQR8q4g3G4kq9_Rtvi-6TQ&sv_z=0.9999999999999997


Answers to questions 
The links below take you to the virtual location of the answers to the questions. 

 

Ingredients for medicines 

 

Pill-making equipment 

 

Dispensing department 

 

Eye-test equipment 

 

Place to weigh babies 

 

Hot water bottles and bed pans 

 

Inhalers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.295481372750316&sv_lat=52.6301284072596&sv_h=276.8755196757352&sv_p=-13.126644424191667&sv_pid=9nEzuVj0ZcoNAgq_isN_LQ&sv_z=1
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.295481372750316&sv_lat=52.6301284072596&sv_h=80.96213538377604&sv_p=-35.44406555523373&sv_pid=9nEzuVj0ZcoNAgq_isN_LQ&sv_z=1
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.295507196094007&sv_lat=52.63013499196322&sv_h=265.62189757776974&sv_p=-11.663658638949656&sv_pid=1Yykq1L3ADL_8mwu68_rPQ&sv_z=1.0000000000000002
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.29550618454428&sv_lat=52.63011722630208&sv_h=0.12539461087750148&sv_p=-7.343958970606792&sv_pid=mQR8q4g3G4kq9_Rtvi-6TQ&sv_z=1.8191683062510937
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.29550618454428&sv_lat=52.63011722630208&sv_h=30.837350991846098&sv_p=-22.420927885498728&sv_pid=mQR8q4g3G4kq9_Rtvi-6TQ&sv_z=1.8191683062510937
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.295507196094007&sv_lat=52.63013499196322&sv_h=40.57583224042667&sv_p=-30.646986958689794&sv_pid=1Yykq1L3ADL_8mwu68_rPQ&sv_z=1.0000000000000002
https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/museum-of-norwich-at-the-bridewell/DwFd8-fjBkvcPw?sv_lng=1.295533524627956&sv_lat=52.63013703455476&sv_h=350.9523559031338&sv_p=-29.42976467401312&sv_pid=PclX6NhkuGPYPRrUeH6aBg&sv_z=1.8191683062510937

